BN curriculum Guide 2009-2010

THEOLOGY DEPARTMENT

Theology | — 500

This course focuses on understanding some of the central themes
of Roman Catholic Christianity; that allpersons are made in the
image of God; that Faith is a free gift of God to which person’s
respond; that theroots of Christianity go back to Judaism; that
Jesus is truly human and truly divine; that the Church isgenerated
from the Spirit of Jesus; that the Bible is the inspired Word of God;
and that our spirituality, theSacraments, the Tradition and the
Liturgical Year interact in the lives of believers.

Theology Il — 510

This course serves as an introduction to the Bible as a source of God’s revelation to us. The
HebrewScriptures are presented as a collection of literature which records the story of God’s
people throughout theages, and as God’s Word which shapes our everyday lives and decisions.
The content of the class includes fundamentals ofethical thinking, formation of conscience and
the development of Christian values as they parallel our studyof Scripture.

This course also introduces the students to the concept of sacraments in the Catholic Church.
The importance of signs, symbols, and rituals associated with the seven sacraments are
examined, along with the concepts of worship and prayer as a means of enhancing our
appreciation ofGod’s sacramental presence in our life.

Theology Ill — 520

The course focuses on the life,ministry and message of Jesus and the development of the
Gospels. Jesus’ divinity, his role as servant, andits impact on the world are also used to
challenge the students to be followers of Jesus as Lord in thecommunity of the Church. This will
also deal with the church’s convictions about Jesus’ nature as God, thedevelopment of
doctrines and official teachings about Him that we recite in the creeds at Mass. The study

of Jesus’ teachings and ethical principles are the basis of preparation for the second semester
study ofmorality and social justice. The junior course objective is to educate and prepare the
students to proclaimthe Good News through their personal and social responses.

Theology IV - 530

This course will explore issues of religion and contemporary society. Theological topics such
as death and dying, vocations, Christian marriage, and an academic review of world religions
will be the basis of the course.

Christian Service - 540

In this program the senior student will have the opportunity to put faith into practice. Students
will engage in service activities with both children and adults. In addition, concurrent seminar
sessions are held to prepare the students for their fieldwork, and for follow-up.

Introduction to Philosophy and Ethics - 550

This course theologically and philosophically analyzes the nature of Christianapologetics and
systematically examines the current questions of faith facing theRoman Catholic Church. The
course will introduce general philosophical concepts and ethical case studies. The course will
rely heavily upon reading primary sourcematerials and will include self-directed research,
classroom argumentation and debate,discussion and multimedia presentations, and several
major writing assignments.



